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HRIF Medical Eligibility 

An infant shall be medically eligible for the HRIF program when the infant: 
  

• Met CCS medical eligibility criteria for NICU care, (as per Numbered Letter 05-
05-2, Medical Eligibility in a CCS Approved NICU),  

or
• Had a CCS eligible medical condition in a CCS approved NICU, (as per 

California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Section 41800 through 41872, CCS 
Medical Eligibility Regulations). 

 
and 

Had one of the following risk factors: 
 
Birth Weight/Gestational Age 

• Birth weight less than 1500 grams or 
• Are less than 32 weeks gestational age at birth. 

 

OR 
 

If birth weight was 1500 grams or more and gestational age at birth was 32 weeks or 
more, one of the following bulleted criteria:  
 

Perinatal/Neonatal Complications 
• Cardio respiratory depression at birth (defined as pH less than 7.0 on an 

umbilical blood sample or a blood gas obtained within one hour of life) or an 
apgar score of less than or equal to three at five minutes. 

• Prolonged hypoxemia, acidemia, neonatal hypoglycemia, or repetitive apnea. 
Respiratory Status 

• Requiring oxygen for more than 28 days of hospital stay and have 
radiographic finding consistent with chronic lung disease (CLD).  

• Infants placed on extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO)  
• Infant received inhaled nitric oxide greater than four hours for persistent 

pulmonary hypertension of the newborn (PPHN). 

Neurologic Status 
• History of documented seizure activity. 
• Intracranial pathology, including intracranial hemorrhage (grade II or worse), 

periventricular leukomalacia (PVL) or cerebral thrombosis or evidence of 
infarction (thrombosis/infarction), developmental CNS abnormality and “other 
CNS problems associated with adverse neurologic outcome” 

• Other potential problems that could result in a neurologic abnormality (e.g., 
history of central nervous system infection, documented sepsis, bilirubin in 
excess of usual exchange transfusion level, cardiovascular instability, hypoxic 
ischemic encephalopathy, etc.)  
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